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Karachi, a mega city of about 25 million now, has been burning since two decades in spreading
blaze of target killings, extortion, organised robberies, kidnapping for ransom, sectarian blasts
and massive corruption by ruling political regimes. Later, the city became Taliban’s refuge and a
battleground for neighbouring Muslim countries.Since 25 years, nothing has been written about
Karachi’s affairs because of dreadful apprehensions, horror and fears of being eliminated.First
time, the two volumes [c 815 pages] of that city’s complete diary has been compiled to keep the
history intact.

About the AuthorJune Grasso is Associate Professor of Social Sciences at Boston University's
College of General Studies, USA. Her recent publications include the Fifth Edition of
Modernization and Revolution in China (2018).--This text refers to the hardcover edition.
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Other Books fromINAM R SEHRIKHUDKUSHI(on Suicide) [in Urdu] (1983){Details of historical
perspective of ‘Suicide’ in various societies; & investigation techniques differentiating in Murder
& Suicides}WARDI KAY ANDAR AADMI(Man in uniform) [in Urdu] (1984){Collection of short
stories keeping a sensitive policeman in focus}AURAT JARAIM KI DALDAL MEIN(on Female
Criminality) [in Urdu] (1985){Describing various theories and cultural taboos concerning Female
Criminal Behaviour}POLICE AWAM RABTAY(on Police Public relationship) [in Urdu] (1986)
{Essays describing importance of mutual relationships}DEHSHAT GARDI(on Terrorism) [in
Urdu] (1987){Various theories and essays differentiating between Freedom Fighting & Terrorism
in Middle Eastern perspective}QATL(on Murder) [in Urdu] (1988){The first book written for Police
students & Lawyers to explain techniques of investigation of (difficult) Murder cases}SERVICE
POLICING IN PAKISTAN[in English] (1990){A dissertation type book on which basis the PM
Benazir Bhutto, in 1990, had okayed the Commissionerate System of Policing in Pakistan.
Taking Karachi as the pilot project, later, it was levied for all major cities and still going on as
such}SHADI(on Marriages) [in Urdu] (1998){A detailed exposition of Marriage explained in
various religions, cultures, countries and special groups; much applauded & commented upon
on PTV in 1998–99}All the above books were published by Pakistan’s number one
publisherSANG E MEEL PUBLICATIONS,25 – The Lower Mall LAHORE, PakistanAnd are
normally available with them in latest re-prints.Judges & Generals in Pakistan VOL-I[in English]
(2012)Judges & Generals in Pakistan VOL-II[in English](2012)Judges & Generals in Pakistan
VOL-III[in English](2013)Judges & Generals in Pakistan VOL-IV[in English](2013)The Living
History of Pakistan Vol-I[in English](2015)The Living History of Pakistan Vol-II[in English]
(2016)The Living History of Pakistan Vol-III[in English](2016){Collection of essays mostly
published; dealing with Pakistan’s chequered history of massive financial & intellectual
corruption, abortive rule by two political parties in succession with higher judiciary’s gimmicks
during 1971 onwards; Constitutional Amendments which made political parties as family
businesses & apex court’s nexus making the politicians more corrupt.}Published byGrosvenor
House Publishing LtdLink House140 The Broadway, Tolworth, Surrey, KT6 7HT.It’s me; my Lord!
Inam R Sehri• Born in Lyallpur (Pakistan) in April 1948• First Degree from Government College
Lyallpur (1969)• Studied at Government College Lahore & got first Master’s Degree from Punjab
University Lahore (1971);• Attachment with AJK Education Service (1973–1976)• Central
Superior Services (CSS) Exam passed (batch 1975)• Civil Service Academy Lahore (joined
1976)• National Police Academy Islamabad (joined 1977)• LLB from BUZ University Multan
(1981)• Master’s Degree from Exeter University of UK (1990)• Regular Police Service: District
Admin, Police College, National Police Academy, the Intelligence Bureau (IB), Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) [1977–1998] then migrated to the UK permanently.A part-script
copied from the earlier volumes:Just spent a normal routine life; with hundreds of mentionable
memoirs allegedly of bravery & glamour as every uniformed officer keeps, some times to smile
at and next moment to repent upon but taking it just normal except one or two spills.During my
tenure at IB HQ Islamabad I got chance to peep into the elite civil and military leadership of



Pakistan [then] existing in governmental dossiers and database.During my stay at FIA I was
assigned to conduct special enquiries & investigations into some acutely sensitive matters like
Motorway Scandal, sudden expansion and build-up of Sharif family’s industrial empire, Sharif’s
accounts in foreign countries; Alleged Financial Corruptions in Pakistan’s Embassies in Far-
Eastern Countries; Shahnawaz Bhutto’s murder in Cannes (France); Land Scandals of CDA’s
Estate Directorate; Ittefaq Foundry’s ‘custom duty on scrap’ scam, Hudaibya Engineering &
Hudaibya Paper Mills enquiries, Bhindara’s Murree Brewery and tens more cases like that.
[Through these words I want to keep it on record that during the course of the above mentioned,
(and also which cannot be mentioned due to space limits) investigations or enquiries, the then
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, or [late] Gen Naseerullah Babar the then Federal Interior
Minister, had never ever issued direct instructions or implicit directions or wished me to distort
facts or to go malafide for orchestrating a political edge or other intangible gains or hidden
benefits.]Hats off to both of them!Some top bureaucrats like Kh Zaheer, Afzal Kahoot and Saeed
Mehdi twisted my arms in the name of Sharif’s anger firstly sent me home then tried to imprison
me – only the INTERPOL’s investigations into my affairs could rescue me.In Ingall Hall of the
Pakistan Military Academy [PMA], it is carved:“It is not what happens to you that matters but how
you behave while it is happening”.I should feel proud that veracity and truthfulness of none of my
enquiry or investigation could be challenged or proved false in NAB or Special Courts; yes, most
of them were used to avail political compromises by Gen Musharraf’s government.That’s
enough, my dear countrymen.“If anyone tells you that a certain person speaks ill of you, do not
make excuses about what is said of you but answer – he was ignorant of my other faults, else he
would not have mentioned these alone.” —EpictetusContentsTitle8th HUMBLE
SUBMISSIONScenario 150OPERATION [2013] CONTINUED….• Waja Karim Daad Killed•
Baba Ladla Fled & Killed• Uzair Baloch on The RunScenario 151KILLING SPREE ENTERS
2014 ….• TTP Expanded Terror Attacks• Taliban Hit Police College• Anatomy of KCY
Operation [2013]• Statistics of KCY Operation [2013]• Rangers Controlled Taliban [?]Scenario
152KARACHI AFFAIRS IN YEAR 2014• SP Ch Aslam Killed in Karachi• Taliban Gained
Strength in City• Karachi Int’l Airport Attacked• Prof Dr Shakil Auj Killed• SSP Karachi Farooq
Awan Attacked• Killings’ Data For Year 2014Scenario 153MQM – FUNDING FROM INDIA•
Hostile Tariq Mir Spills Beans• BBC-2 Documentary on MQM• Uproar in Karachi After BBC-2•
MQM & India Both Denied• UK Dropped Charges against MQMScenario 154MEDIA KILLINGs
IN KARACHI• CPJ’s Report for 2012–13• Attacks on Media in 2014• 85 Media Men Killed in
Pakistan• GEO’s Hamid Mir Attacked• Impunity Against Journalists• ‘Reporters Without
Borders’Scenario 155WATER MAFIA IN KARACHI• Tanker Mafias of The City• Even Foreign
Press Roared• Supreme Court Moved For Water• Water Crisis WorsenedScenario
156KARACHI AFFAIRS IN YEAR 2015-I• MQM & ANP Called Army• J Rana Bhagwandas
Expired• MQM HQ – Nine Zero Raided• MQM Won Gabol’s Seat Back• Rangers’ Another
Raid on 90• Saulat Mirza Hanged to DeathScenario 157SECTARIAN KILLINGS
CONTINUED…..• Two Scholars Shot Dead• Safoora Goth Massacre• Aftermath of Safoora



Episode• Crackdown Urged Once More• Jundallah in KarachiScenario 158KARACHI AFFAIRS
IN YEAR 2015-II• Uzair Baloch in Hot Waters• MQM’s Resignations [Again]• MQM’s Rashid
Godil AttackedScenario 159PPP’s DR ASIM AFFAIRS [2015–16]• PPP’s Dr Asim Hussain
Arrested• Charges Admitted by Dr Asim• Full Details of JIT ReportScenario 160KARACHI
AFFAIRS IN YEAR 2015-III• MQM Chief Banned on Media• MPA Javed Nagori Attacked•
Faisal Sabzwari Disappeared• Murders Dropped in Karachi [2015]• NAP
Implementation• Sindh PPP vs Rangers & ArmyScenario 161ON OTHER ISSUES OF
KARACHI• MQM Wins Local Bodies Polls• Sharjeel Memon Fired• The Public Opinion in
Press• PPP Blocked Rangers’ OperationScenario 162DRUGS AND WEAPONS IN KARACHI•
Taliban in Drug Trade• Drug Business in Karachi• The Dubious Weaponry Trade• NATO
Weapons Dump KarachiScenario 163TERROR – FINANCING IN KARACHI• Taliban’s Flurry in
2014 & After• Terror Accounts Frozen• China Cutting Nexus• Land Offices Raided in
KarachiScenario 164KARACHI IN YEAR 2016 – I• Killings Continued in 2016• SC on Bahria
Town Karachi• SC on Bill Boards Issue• CJ SHC’s Son Kidnapped• Amjad Sabri
KilledScenario 165PAK SARZAMEEN PARTY LAUNCHED• Kamal’s Open Letter Verbatim•
PSP Formally Launched• PSP’s First Public Rally• Mustafa Kamal vs Governor Ebad•
Governor Ish Ebad Sent HomeScenario 166MQM’s CHIEF DITCHED PAKISTAN• Altaf
Doomed His Own State• Cause of Altaf Bhai’s Boil• MQM’s Apparent U-TURN• ARY TV &
SAMAA TV Attacked• MQM: The Breach Within• Why Only MQM Pointed AtScenario 167MQM
[PAKISTAN] LAUNCHED• MQM [Altaf] vs MQM [Sattar]• Dr Farooq Sattar Comes Open•
Karachiites Turned Abouto Broken Window Theoryo MQM Lost Karachi’s By-Electiono MQM
Leaders Chargedo SHC Banned Liquor ShopsCopyright8TH HUMBLE SUBMISSIONEach
chapter is a different scenario but in continuity of the ‘Judges & Generals in Pakistan’ Vol I – IV
and travelling through ‘The Living History of Pakistan’ Vol I – III making this book the 8TH Volume
of Paki-stan’s contemporary history.So, these books, including this ‘The Living History of
Pakistan Vol-IV’ are compilation of facts from the contemporary history, may be irritating for
many because the truth is often bitter; explaining diverse state of affairs. This volume, like Vol-III,
is also treating with years from around 2013 till 2016 of KARACHI metropolis of Pakistan only.No
fiction or fabrication – this book, like the previous ones, may be taken as reference based on
authentic news, editorials, opinions and criticisms on issues connected with mega city of
Karachi – and with sources.The truth is that most end users are just not that interested in the
details that drive quality in research and reference work.It is well known fact now that a
substantial number of people offer opinions on fictitious topics in the fictitious way. The results of
the most fictitious public affairs issues suggest that people give opinions on such matters in
large part because of the pressure to answer public questions – which ultimately ends with
bogus results prepared at the office tables on the ‘need and ur-gency basis’.John H. Murphy of
The University of Texas mentions in his research paper ‘Advances in Consumer Research’
Volume 11, 1984; pp 52–55 wrote:“Hence, authors are to be commended on their efforts to bring
attention to and to investigate this source of measurement error. However, an evaluation of some



of the underlying premises of their methodologies suggests that their studies and resulting
conclusions may be misleading [so authors should avoid the pitfalls].”Thus, this volume, like my
other books on contemporary history of Pakistan contains no misleading intelligence story, no
distracting investigative report, no concocted interview and no feed from the ‘concerned ones’ –
yet every page seems innovative; no fiction in this book but simple narration of facts. As I quote
in the beginning of each volume:‘It is the collection of tragedies and misgivings which are deliber-
ately buried in suspicious darkness of political compromises and narration of lust, corruption,
egoism, insensitivity and selfishness of ruling few whose families are settled abroad. They only
go to Paki-stan to [mis]govern when their turn ripens up.I’ve simply excavated those facts;
collated and placed the same to-gether for those who want to keep a track of Pakistan’s
past.’You read your newspaper daily and regularly; many of you go through it thoroughly but you
do not keep record of even important events. This book contains nothing but the true events and
analysis on certain topics, of course, which have cogent references to your history, your
representatives, your leadership, your ideal guides and not the least, your nation – your country,
the Pakistan.Referring to the ‘Daily times’ dated 21st October 2004, Lt Gen (rtd) Moeenuddin
Haider once highlighted security and terrorism issues and said:‘The United States should be
cursed for abandoning jihadis after using them for its interests in the region. During the ‘holy war’
in Afghanistan in 1980, America had patronised 35,000 to 40,000 Arab militants but it did not
develop the area after defeating Rus-sia. It would have been much cheaper at that time than it
will be today.Pakistan should have a “real” democracy and in that the army had no role; all
political parties and other forces, including the army, should discuss a viable solution to the
issue.’The truth was that the superior judiciary had lost its respect due to the flaws in the judicial
system and continuous interference of the executive. The security and justice were the main
public welfare issues of Pakistan, but the judiciary had been going weak – not coping with the
demands of the day. Even today, after decades the judiciary stands at the same lowest point of
disillusionment and frustration as it started in August 1947.The meaning of justice was to
manoeuvre the judiciary to get a judgment in one’s favour; Pakistan’s successive army rulers and
the PML[N] notori-ously used it that way. The fact was that the politicians and the rich had no
respect for the law.Referring to ‘Overview of corruption in Pakistan’ Authored by Marie Chêne of
Transparency International:‘According to TI Pakistan’s 2006 survey, 96 percent of the people
who came in contact with the judiciary encountered corruption and 44 percent of them reported
having to pay a bribe to a court offi-cial.Again, according to Global Integrity, the procedure for
selecting judges at the national level is not transparent and selection proce-dures are often
made in exchange for political favours or on Chief Justice’s whims.Despite these problems,
judges are exempt from oversight and in-vestigations by Pakistan’s national anticorruption
agency [NAB].The business community generally lacks confidence in the capacity of the
judiciary to enforce rules and laws, and the settlement of disputes often involves paying
bribes.’BITTER FACTS – BARE TRUTHS:Benazir Bhutto took over the reigns of government in
1993 again and brought Farooq Leghari as the President of Pakistan. Mr Leghari was a staunch



member of the PPP and had been amongst the top admirers of the Bhutto family. Whenever Ms
Bhutto wanted the president for official job, she used to call him in her chamber or PM
House.During mid 1996, the relationship between PM Benazir Bhutto and Presi-dent Leghari
started deteriorating. Immediately the two personalities went sour with each other. During the
last days, the situation arose that Benazir Bhutto had to go to the Presidency to see President
Leghari and, in meet-ings, started discussing official matters while sitting in the lounge.During
discussions, Benazir Bhutto addressed the president saying ‘Bhai [Brother] Leghari ….’
President Leghari immediately interrupted and said: ‘Look Madam! It is a meeting between the
President and a Prime Minister; avoid calling me Bhai and continue talking political
issues…’Benazir Bhutto did not care and continued calling him Leghari bhai. Sud-denly
President Leghari left his seat and called his wife with a loud shout. When she joined them in the
lounge, President Leghari smilingly said to her, ‘your sister in law [exact word used was ‘nand’] is
here; have a chat with her. I’m going in my office for an urgent official com-mitment.’ON BB’s
INVESTIGATION: The Pakistani populace had clues that why the President Zardari, having
PPP’s elected governments in Islamabad and Karachi, could not get his wife Benazir Bhutto’s
assassination case investi-gated while remained in saddles for full five years. The PPP’s media
stal-warts at President House once sincerely pointed out the involvement of Gen Musharraf and
the then Interior Secretary Syed Kamal Shah who had dan-gerously tried to twist the facts about
BB’s killing. A report published in daily the ‘Dawn’ dated 15th March 2011 is referred.In the
backdrop of the infamous press conference by Brig (rtd) Javed Iqbal Cheema on that murder [he
was spokesman of the interior ministry at that time], revealed that:“The contents of the press
conference were provided by Maj Gen Nusrat Naeem, the then Director General of the Counter
– Intelligence Wing of ISI [DG CI], at a meeting held in the ISI HQ.”Big (rtd) Cheema whose
statement was recorded by the Joint Investigation Team [JIT], also added that:“….the said
meeting was also attended by the then Inte-rior Secretary, Syed Kamal Shah. I did not express
any as-sumptions, guess work or opinion at the press briefing. I just reproduced what I was given
to share with the media.”At the press conference held on 28th December 2007, Brig (rtd)
Cheema had presented an audio-tape of a conversation between Baitullah Mehsud and one
‘Maulvi sab’ and told media reporters that the Chief of the Tehrik e Taliban Pakistan [TTP] was
behind the murder.In the latest challan [final report under S 173 CrPC] submitted to an Anti-
Terrorism Court in Rawalpindi, paragraph 42 related to the subject was:“In this press conference
the then DG, NCMC, not only announced the cause of death of Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto but
also declared that the terrorists belonged to Baitullah Mehsud, chief commander of TTP. The
credibility of investigation of this case was affected by the premature press conference.”Interior
ministry believed that Brig (rtd) Cheema had acted only on the in-structions of his immediate
boss Kamal Shah who accompanied him at the ISI HQ. They said the decision to address the
press conference had been taken at a meeting held the same morning at the Rawalpindi camp
office with the then President Gen Musharraf in the chair.Brig (rtd) Ejaz Shah, the former Chief of
Intelligence Bureau and a trusted aide to Gen Musharraf, confirmed in his statement, a copy of



which was also available with the media that the meeting had been held. “The inter-cepted CD
and medical report was provided by the ISI. The brief-ing was given by DG-CI to the
participants.”The irony of fate remained that the PPP’s government and its JIT had not
interrogated Maj Gen Naeem, till ending 2011 at least, who was living in Rawalpindi and was
then working with the Bahria Town Management.KARACHI’s SPILL OVER:In contemporary
Pakistan, there have been less politics and more political gimmicks – mostly ending with shocks.
Once in early May 2008, Mr Zardari, the co-chairperson of the PPP, himself threw a bomb shell
by offering com-promise with the PML[N] on the issue of reinstatement of defunct superior
judges but then backed out declaring that ‘political promises are not verses of Qua’an or
Hadith’.Immediately after, the PML[N] retaliated by withdrawing its ministers from the cabinet. Mr
Zardari did two more explosions then; by sending Gen Musharraf home in August 2008 and then
nominating himself as president in his place.In February 2009, the PPP launched another attack
by sending PML[N] government home in Punjab but PML[N] succeeded in hitting the PPP with
more intensity by launching a long march on 16th March facilitating Justice Iftikhar M Chaudhry
and his fellow judges to be restored and reinstated in their original position.CJP Iftikhar M
Chaudhry’s superior judiciary in turn discharged numerous bomb shells in the form of decisions
on burning issues like 3rd November 2007’s emergency, NRO, promotions of federal
bureaucracy, un-ceremoni-ously but rightly sending Justice Deedar Hussain Shah home and
termina-tion of PCO judges etc to cite few of them.On political front Maulana Fazalur Rehman’s
quit, thrice MQM’s somersaults for leaving and re-joining the federal and provincial cabinets with
the PPP and PML[Q]’s joining the PPP were enough to provide hot material for the serious
historians.The most damaging nuclear bomb shell, mirroring the ugliest face of Paki-stani
politics, was a series of press conferences of PPP’s Dr Zulfiqar Mirza during 28–30th August
2011 in which he apparently targeted MQM & Reh-man Malik but indirect smack had also
caused dents, adventurism and doubts in PPP’s own circles especially the President’s
fort.Speaking frankly, Dr Mirza’s whole speech was basically a staunch criticism over the policies
of his own party PPP in the garb of Mr Zardari’s friendship claims and old family relationship. No
body was expecting this stabbing from the PPP’s ‘Brutus’, too.[A similar occasion was once seen
during Gen Ayub’s rule of 1960s when Gen Azam Khan, being his most trusted aide, was made
Gov-ernor East Pakistan. He ruled that part of Pakistan in such a nice way that the East
Pakistanis again started praising their western counterparts more than brothers.When the
people’s liking for Gen Azam Khan crossed a certain limit, Gen Ayub Khan was briefed that
latter’s own existence was being threatened. Gen Ayub, putting aside the public sentiments of
the Eastern Wing, had sent Gen Azam on retirement without assigning any reason. A chapter of
hatred was opened from the top brass ranks then.At this moment, on can recall Gen Ziaul Haq’s
first speech in mid 1977 as CMLA after taking Mr Bhutto in ‘protective custody’ from which even
a layman could understand that it was a revolt. The General ruled for eleven years in an
unprecedented move of the history.]One can also recall Nawaz Sharif’s press speech of early
1993 immediately before the event when he was sent home. Prior to that speech Nawaz Sharif



was generally taken as the PM sponsored by the ‘Establishment’ but after that speech he was
considered a grown-up politician. Even PPP’s Benazir Bhutto had to say that ‘now she would be
facing a full grown political opponent’.Coming back; it was the time that Mr Zardari had to revisit
his political strategy for Sindh because Dr Mirza had attracted most of the Sindhi youth towards
his person. Big landlords were feeling danger from him so defi-nitely sided with Mr Zardari but a
common man had taken enlightenment from Dr Mirza’s truthfulness. Not only rural Sindhis but
the peace loving Karachiites, whether Urdu speaking or not but feeling oppressed due to Bhatta,
Land, Drug and ammunition mafias & gangs, aspired to go hand in hand with Dr Mirza.During
the later terms of both PPP and the PML[N], every Pakistani has been floating in a quagmire of
confusion. Politics had gone a curse in this country. Truthful and liar faces had intermingled.
People wanted a drop scene of stinking political dramas of loot and plunder in dithering ‘re-con-
ciliation’. MQM also came forward with true answers. Press conferences by its ‘Rabita
Committees’ and discarding messages did not work in that charged atmosphere then; it was mid
2011.Boycott of TV talk shows and going into silence zones could not win the people any more.
For the PPP, simply accepting resignations of Dr Mirza was not enough. Mr Zardari was asked to
come out with a solemn pledge and thorough enquiries over the issues raised by Dr Mirza
through some judicial commission – but with no avail.Great responsibility lied on the shoulders
of army and judiciary to sort out truth from the allegations leveled by Dr Mirza. The Supreme
Court was al-ready proceeding with the sou motu action on Karachi affairs. Dr Mirza was called
in the court to place the evidences on record which he had waved during the press conferences
under reference – but Dr simply ignored the call from the SC bench.Other political groups, ANP
and MQM, approached the apex court with the request to treat them as ‘party’ to the issue
because they were the stake holders. The solution was not far away had the institutions felt it as
duty with a live conscientiousness; either the MQM and Rehman Malik could be washed away or
Dr Mirza disappeared from the political scene for ever.The nation desired to know the facts
about the hidden hands of killers in Karachi.(….the above paragraphs were published at
www.Pakspectator.com on 2nd September 2011 under title ‘Karachi’s Spill Over’)One Ali
Hashim wrote in ‘the News’ dated 19th September 2013:‘To an outsider, like myself, this MQM
leader they talk about [re-ferred to Altaf Hussain] does not appear to be anything special. His
speeches are often rambling and off point. He bursts into song now and then, throws tantrums
and uses the same rough lan-guage, like the other political leaders.He [Altaf Hussain] talks
about exploitation of the masses by feu-dal landlords and the well-to-do. All a rehash of the
slogans we have heard before. The uproar in the me-dia is part of a larger story for which we
need to go back a few years.’KARACHI DEFINED BETTER:One would definitely like to see the
REAL Karachi through foreign reports.Crime and Safety Report on Karachi, released on 11th
June 2014 compiled by the US State Department for 2013 kept its warning in tact:‘…..all US
citizens to defer non-essential travel to Pakistan. Al-Qa’ida, Taliban elements, and other
extremist organizations oper-ate [still] actively inside Pakistan.Karachi and other areas of Sindh
and Balochistan provinces con-tinue to experience high levels of violence characterized by



bomb-ings, targeted killings, sectarian strife, kidnappings for ransom, extortion, and frequent
demonstrations. American citizens, US in-terests, and other Westerners are at risk of becoming
targets of violence.’The said ‘Crime and Safety Report’ held that criminal gangs, often with po-
litical party affiliations, continued to operate with impunity in most parts of the city, and some
areas were effectively cut off from police.Despite a large-scale security operation carried out by
Pakistani Rangers and Police, violent crime continued to rise that year, too and by many ac-
counts 2013 was the deadliest year recorded in Karachi. The following 2013 Karachi crime
statistics were based on data released by the Sindh Police and Rangers.2,715 killed (civilians);
191 killed (police and Rangers); 125 killed (suspected criminals / terrorists); 108 kidnap-pings;
519 cases of extortion; 3,082 cases of robbery; 4,068 vehicle thefts; 22,284 motorcycle thefts;
AND 10,501 cell phone theftsThe above figures did not include UNREPORTED / UN-
REGISTERED cases for which the media holds that in Karachi only 30–40% cases are brought
in books. The safest areas in Karachi remained the neighbourhoods referred to as Clifton, DHA
and PECHS, but even these areas occasionally experi-enced serious crimes and thefts.Overall
Road Safety Situation: In Karachi, driving is chaotic and undis-ciplined. Intersections, both major
and minor, often have non-working traf-fic lights. Poorly trained and unskilled drivers do not
understand the con-cept of staying in lanes, turning etiquette, and use of mirrors. Driving out-
side the city at night is unsafe. Traffic is extremely heavy on weekdays, especially during normal
commuting hours. Aside from the main arteries, roads are narrow, poorly-lit in many areas, and
not well marked or main-tained.Vehicle accidents are common, and police generally do not
respond to vehi-cle accidents, and there are no effective emergency medical response ser-
vices. It is recommended to avoid all public transportation. For security rea-sons, foreign
Consulate [especially the American] employees in Karachi are prohibited from using buses,
taxis, rickshaws, or trains.Political, Religious and Ethnic Violence: Pakistani Taliban [TTP] re-
mained the most active terrorist organization even in Karachi and continued to demonstrate the
capability to plan and execute major attacks.Incidents of terrorism and politically motivated
violence in Karachi and Sindh occurred with regular frequency. A variety of groups ranging from
extremist religious elements to criminal gangs associated with local political organizations
orchestrated bombings, assassinations, and other acts of violence with grim regularity, to
include attacks on police and security forces.NGOs and Polio vaccination programs were
particularly singled out for at-tacks by the TTP. Since 2012 year, 33 workers associated with
such pro-grams were killed in the whole country. In 2013, there were seven reported attacks on
polio vaccination drives in Karachi alone.Civil Unrest: Political and sectarian civil unrest could
erupt in Karachi at any time throughout residential and commercial areas of the city and quickly
evolve into violent mobs. Strikes and transportation shut downs oc-curred frequently, often in
reaction to sectarian violence, political interests, or in protest of government policies. There were
number of small anti-American demonstrations in 2013, but the overall numbers and size de-
clined from 2012.Police successfully demonstrated the capability to mobilize quickly and with
force. Visitors were advised to avoid demonstrations, large crowds, and public gatherings that



appeared to be political.Religious or Ethnic Violence: Incidents of sectarian and ethnic violence
in Karachi and in Sindh and Balochistan provinces continued unabated. A variety of groups
representing extremist elements associated with Sunni and Shiite sects carried out bombings
and assassinations in Karachi with grim regularity.Minority religious sects and groups were also
frequently targeted. In 2013, there were 128 reported incidents of sectarian violence in which
525 people were killed and 914 injured. These violent incidents often lead to retaliatory acts and
demonstrations that went quickly spiral out of control.[On 24th September 2013; a magnitude
7.7 earthquakes struck the rural Awaran area in Balochistan, killing at least 825 people and
destroying more than 21,000 homes. Lack of transportation infra-structure to the area, along
with local apprehension of working with emergency authorities, contributed to Pakistan’s
difficulty in responding to the disaster.]Economic Espionage: Counterfeit movies and goods
remained openly available in Karachi; however, the overall low level of disposable income did
not generate high demand. Many garment factories often made supplies of counterfeits to local
outlets, which sold them at a reduced price since they were not able to be
exported.Unauthorized access to personally identifiable information [PII] was quite frequent. Few
holders of PII kept adequate safeguards and access controls to prevent dissemination of
sensitive information.Restricted Travel Zones: Roads in many parts of Sindh province are poorly
maintained including Karachi, thus highway robbery and banditry were frequent occurrences,
especially in areas where the government felt difficulty controlling.Major areas of northern and
eastern Karachi were not recommended for travel due to the frequency of criminal activity and
neighbourhoods that were controlled by various criminal or political gangs or sympathetic to ex-
tremist religious organizations that were suspicious of, or hostile to, West-erners.Drug-related
Crimes: Drug-related mafias kept controlling parts of Kara-chi. Drug-related crimes were not well
documented by police. While illicit drug use occurred, the knowledge of its frequency, type, and
proliferation remained based mostly on anecdotal evidence.Kidnapping Threats: Kidnapping
has been a lucrative industry in Karachi and Sindh since many years. Criminal and extremist
groups often targeted local businessmen and prominent families in order to extort ransoms for
profit or to finance operations. Ransoms were often negotiated and paid by families without
police notification or involvement.US citizens and foreign and local employees of NGOs were
targeted for kid-napping. Groups that perpetrated kidnappings were not frequently identi-fied,
caught or brought to justice. Vetting of personnel and proper personal security procedures
remained key for avoiding this kind of crime.Police Response: The police services always
remained below the profes-sional standards in whole of Pakistan and more in Karachi due to
lack of training, resources and low salaries. The conduct of investigations, arrests, and
prosecutions continued to go affected by local political influence.The police had difficulty in
responding to emergencies in many of the more violent areas of Karachi and were actively
denied access to some neighbourhoods. Hostile and volatile areas remained the kingdoms of
spe-cific gangs.Incidents of Police Detention or Harassment: All foreign citizens and travellers in
Karachi and generally all Westerns were advised that if they would be arrested or detained by



police, they would make no admissions, statements, or would sign documents.Medical
Emergencies: in Karachi, like Pakistan’s common hospitals, care and cleanliness has always
been below the any other nation’s standards. Medical facilities required pre-payment. There has
been no standard am-bulance / emergency medical service in Karachi and no air ambulance ex-
cept two charities – Edhi & Cheeba. All ambulance services could be con-sidered merely as
transportation without emergency medical personnel.Health Hazards: Water has never been
potable in Karachi, and sanitation in many restaurants remained inadequate like outsides in
streets. Stomach illnesses remained common and were life-threatening for all. Vaccinations for
Hepatitis A and B, Typhoid, Japanese encephalitis, Polio, and Rabies were always
recommended but never been available even on prompt pay-ments. Citizens were frequently
advised to avoid street foods.Avoiding Crimes / Scams: In Karachi, crimes and scams remained
com-mon, including cell phone theft, credit card fraud, and counterfeit money schemes – and
like ever. All business travellers were advised to exercise maximum caution with investment and
property transactions.Many areas were recommended as off-limits to Western visitors in
Karachi. Visitors were advised to not venture into any unknown areas and to limit their
movements, especially after dark. Many areas in Karachi remained ‘un-accessible’ due to high
crime, lack of police control, and the presence of extremist elements.Business travellers in
Karachi had to maintain a high level of situational awareness and caution at all times; used to
notify someone of their loca-tion. They had to avoid time and place predictability, and were not to
set established patterns through variable routes and times of departure. Most people knew
primary and alternate routes to all destinations and ensuring locations with emergency
exits.General populace had to keep a low profile, avoid carrying large sums of cash or wear any
jewellery. They used to leave wallets or purses secured at home while carrying only necessary
cash and ID in a front pocket. Sensible and educated people always avoided politically or
religiously active areas of the city; also high risk areas, crowds, and civil disturbances.Hotels &
Restaurants: most major hotels kept employed local security firms, which provided them
adequate security. Fire fighting resources were severely lacking like ever, and the foreign
travellers generally stayed on lower floors in hotel. No fire evacuation plans were available in the
hotels even they were ranked five starred.Now see a factual script in media pages; a truthful
observation:In Pakistan, decades of observation forced the historians to conclude that there is
no temporary solution. A country had been brought to the brink of disaster by its own custodians
in succession, only Gen Ayub and ZA Bhutto excluded. Pakistanis never wanted change,
because a positive change would deny them the liberty of not following building plans, traffic
rules, honesty in trade, business and ethical rules.Each Pakistani is responsible for this
dilapidated situation of this country; they want rules to be applied to everyone else, except them-
selves. They break rules on the pretext that someone else has also done that. Look at traffic
lights what is happening, look at their triumphs when they do encroachment for their houses and
business.Long term solution is each one abiding by the rules without any exception. They do not
train their next generation to follow rules; rather they break the rules in their presence on the



pretext “this is Pakistan – sab chalta hai” [– everything is fair here].Pakistanis must start self
accountability and evaluate themselves as to how many times a day they have broken what
laws, how many times they have offered bribe in order to take short cut, even for their legal jobs.
One should start good governance from his own person, then family, then……One must
congratulate the efforts of LEAs in Karachi and especially the Rangers for bringing the peace to
this city after a while though there was still lot more to do yet; big fishes remained at
large.Ending this day’s sermon with the famous words from Theodore Roose-velt, the American
Statesman:“Here is your country. Cherish these natural wonders, cherish the natural resources,
cherish the history and ro-mance as a sacred heritage, for your children and your children’s
children. Do not let selfish men or greedy inter-ests skin your country of its beauty, its riches or
its ro-mance.”Inam R SehriManchester12th February 2017Scenario 150OPERATION [2013]
CONTINUED….On 2nd August 2011; the National Assembly of Pakistan discussed the Karachi
situation, where another spike in killings had taken place — the death toll of the last five days
was 58. All this while, the politicians talked meaninglessly of taking action against the killers. The
parliament performed a tested old drama of arrested posturing, with the MQM putting on record
its rage at what the other two stakeholders — the PPP and ANP — were doing, and the PML[N]
selectively chastising the PPP and MQM, accusing the ‘corrupt’ government of dividing the
country and creating more breakaway ‘Bangladeshes’.Nothing came out but more disagreement
and one could see the difficulties arising when a parliamentary committee was formed to go
down to Karachi and compile an inquiry report about what actually was happening there. The
scene on the ground meanwhile was the same: eight people were gunned down on that day 2nd
August as police and Rangers failed to stem the wave of mayhem in several localities.No one
ethnic community could claim immunity because all suffered violence and displace-ment. One
accused the MQM of driving the Pashtuns out of Orangi, the Muhajirs pointed to their share of
those killed, which remained the highest. The MQM chief had spoken in terms of “a final siege”
by asking the people of Karachi to take in one month’s supplies and be prepared for more
suffering.The ANP was equally pious, appealing for a de-weaponisation drive after admitting that
weapons were “the ornament of the Pashtun race”. The PPP kept boasting about how it was
getting ready to swoop down on the killers after supplementing its rather ineffective Karachi
police with Rangers and Frontier Constabulary [FC] from neighbouring Balochistan after giving it
the right to search and arrest.All three stakeholders of Karachi were seen deadlocked as usual
despite the federal interior minister’s empty bragging that the killers would all be hauled up and
punished. What shocked, or at the very least confused, people were statements like the one
made by the IGP Sindh claiming that 91 target killers were arrested by his police.However, no
one knew that who were the killers and who had instigated them to go out and kill innocent
people, who paid for their weapons and perhaps, most importantly, how many of them were
prosecuted and convicted for their crimes – not a single one. The rea-son being that the killers
were connected with the political parties ruling Karachi but no public disclosures were made and
no one named from among them.The new gimmick was seen that the Sindh government



announced paying Rs:5 million to anyone identifying the killers and Rs:10 million for any video
evidence against them. But evidence was there on all TV channels and the Sindh government
did not need to make such offers.All three parties were caught up in spiral they could no longer
control. If their communities were attacked, they were expected to stand by the suffering citizens.
Instead of getting together — at least the Pashtun and Muhajir leaders could be civil to one
another — they preferred to let the hooligans take over the scene. Both sides proved that they
had the ca-pacity to hurt; the obvious conclusion was there.The PPP, with its history of
unfriendliness and hostility against the MQM, looked at the ANP as its partner in a city otherwise
dominated by the MQM. That was the phenomenon the stakeholders had to look at carefully and
remove through mutual agreement.Editorial in ‘Express Tribune’ dated 4th August 2011 had
rightly said:“Beirut’s three warring communities indulged in slaughter for 15 years but that
situation was complicated by interventions from Israel and Syria.Karachi has been on the boil
and off it for the last 15 years; and all the three com-munities are suffering while politicians lack
the guts to save their already impover-ished followers from being brutalised.”WAJA KARIM
DAAD KILLED:On 18th August 2011; local media of Karachi roared as about 44 people were
killed during two days in gang-wars and political disputes, some after being tortured. Fighting
erupted a day earlier Wednesday in and around the old district of Lyari, long a focus of battles
be-tween rival gangs and a stronghold of President Zardari’s PPP. Former PPP lawmaker Waja
Karim Daad was among the dead.[Waja Karim Daad: Former Member National Assembly [MNA]
was Baloch and a senior member of the PPP. He started his political career by contesting the
union council elections and was elected councillor in Lyari. Daad, who belonged to the Ismaili
community, hailed from Gawadar and later shifted to Kalri, Lyari from where he moved to
Kharadar.During Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto’s government, Daad was elected as the PPP president of the
old city area comprising Lyari, Keamari, Kharadar, Shams Pir and Baba Bhit. During Benazir
Bhutto’s government, he was elected as the president of District South.He had contested the
general elections in 1993 and 1997 and won the MNA seat with a thumping majority both times.
His father, Kareem Dad Baloch, was affiliated with the fishing business in Gawadar while his
younger brother was continuing the family business.]Karim Daad, a former PPP MNA and a
popular social worker of Lyari, was targeted by armed men on motorcycles outside a local
restaurant in front of the Kharadar Jamaat Khana in the limits of the Jackson police station just
before iftar. Karim Daad and one of his friends were killed on the spot.The police officer
investigating the murder, Sub-Inspector Iftikhar told the media that both Karim Daad and his
friend Sadaruddin regularly used to sit together in front of the main gate of the Kharadar Jamaat
Khana, adding that Karim Daad was shot once in the fore-head, Sadaruddin was shot in his
upper torso.DIG Police Shaukat Ali Shah confirmed that the killing of the former legislator was
the re-sult of a “gang war between two rival groups in Lyari”. There was old rivalry between Ar-
shad Pappu [then being run by Ghaffar Zikri] and Rehman Dakait [at present, run by Baba Ladla]
gangs. This was the outcome of a chain reaction; such incidents were happening in reaction to
each other.Most of the killings had resulted from clashes between criminal gangs operating in



Lyari and surrounding areas. It was not the kind of fighting that had happened in previ-ous month
of July; this was more of a gang war – one of the turf wars between gangs dealing in drugs and
extortion rackets taken as routine phenomenon in Lyari.It was fair for those gangs which
regularly clashed and killed members and supporters of rival groups. Many times, innocent
people were also targeted in this rivalry; however, many of those killed ended up linked to one
gang or the other. Most gangs had political support but still it was not a political war as such.A
few of those killed could have been targeted over their ethnic or political affiliation as Karachi
keeps a long history of violence, and ethnic, religious and sectarian disputes and political rows
can often explode into battles engulfing entire neighbourhoods – and any time.About 300 people
were killed last month, July 2011 – one of the deadliest months in almost two decades – in
fighting linked to ethnic and religious tensions that plague Karachi since years. According to the
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan [HRCP], 800 people had been killed in the first seven
months of that year in ethnic and politically linked violence alone.Meanwhile, the funeral prayers
of former PPP MNA Waja Karim Daad, who also fell prey to escalating violence in the city a day
earlier, had been offered amidst cries and tears. Presi-dent Zardari strongly condemned the
killing of former MNA but practically did nothing; no law amended in the National Assembly and
no procedure made better in the secretariat echelons.Waja Karim Daad was elected from the
Lyari area. The President prayed the bereaved fam-ily to bear this irreparable loss with
equanimity. Earlier the MQM had also issued a state-ment in which MQM leader Altaf Hussain
condemned the killing of Baloch MNA along with seven others shot dead in the city on that
day.That fresh spate of violence had broken out in the wake of the recovery of five bodies of
Lyari residents found in gunny bags from various localities in the city. More than a dozen people
were injured in the wake of the latest outbreak of bloodshed.Attacks were also mounted against
the Salar Compound after the bodies of five Baloch men were found; “God knows what else is to
follow” was the common whispering. DIG Shah confirmed the killing of at least six more people,
and said nearly a dozen others were in-jured.Fierce fighting between the two groups ensued in
parts of Lyari, Old City, Saddar, Pak Col-ony and Old Golimar were affected after intense firing
gripped the areas. Hand grenades were freely used by both the groups in the fierce
fighting.Meanwhile, the authorities were unable to take any action and failed to enter the
affected areas. The bodies stuffed in gunny bags of the five Baloch-speaking residents of Lyari,
which triggered the violence, were found from different areas of the city and all five victims were
killed after being kidnapped. They were shot multiple times, mostly on their heads.Three of the
dead – who were later identified as Kamran Behram, 26, Shahnawaz Buksh, 25, and Saqib
Ghani, 24 – were found within the limits of Ferozabad Police Station. All three victims were
residents of Sangu Lane, Lyari.Two more bodies, identified as Irfan Baloch and Nadir Baloch,
were also found from Garden and Preedy, respectively. Following their funeral, residents of Lyari
took to the streets and staged a demonstration against the killings. The protesters, headed by
former president of defunct Peoples Amn Committee [PAC] Shahid Rehman, then marched
towards the chief minister house and demanded stern action against the perpetrators; however,



the protes-tors dispersed peacefully soon.While returning from the Chief Minister House, a
score of unidentified persons attacked their rival gang in Old City areas including Salar
Compound, Bhimpura and the Aqal Bonga area where they hurled nearly a dozen hand-
grenades and also fired at least two rockets following intense firing. Result: a twelve-year-old girl
Esha, daughter of Ramji, and two other unidentified persons were killed and nearly half a dozen
were injured. At least three vehicles were also damaged after catching fire in the rocket
attacks.Meanwhile, three people – including a hosiery shopkeeper Yousuf Sattar – were killed
and at least four others were wounded during the firing in the Kharadar area.Salar Compound
and its surrounding areas were a stronghold of PPP senior activist Akram Baloch and Lyari’s
gangsters or the defunct PAC former members believed that Akram was supporting their rival
Ghaffar Zikri group and attacking them.BABA LADLA FLED & KILLED:Frustration over finding a
job had brought 32 years young Baba Ladla into the fold of Rehman Dakait’s gang. Drug
peddling helped keep his kitchen fires burning but soon his three younger brothers were caught
and sent to jail when his illicit business saw little progress. Baba himself divulged:“Since I had
joined the drug mafia, confrontation with the police became a regular affair and I was picked up
several times. My father, Ghulam Hussain, who works as a labourer with a major corporation,
hasn’t spoken to me for the past 10 years.”Not a lot is known about the Lyari gangster, known for
playing football with heads of his opponents; Baba Ladla’s real name was Noor Mohammad but
the people knew him more by his nick-name – and Rehman Dakait’s chief operational
commander. Once he talked to the media in disgusting mood:“They [Karachi Police] opened
indiscriminate fire and killed people who were not involved. They misbehaved with the women
and broke into our homes and destroyed them. Perhaps they [police] thought that by aggravating
the residents, they would turn against Lyari’s gangsters.”Karachi Police showed the resentment;
the government announced Rs:3 million for Baba Ladla’s arrest. Baba Ladla also reacted in the
same tone while referring to CID’s SSP Chaudhry Aslam:“What would the SSP do if I announced
Rs:5 million for the person who brought him to me dead or alive? Chaudhry Aslam has no idea
what can happen to him in five seconds here. If God wills it, then the SSP will no longer be a
problem for us.”The Lyari people had a fair idea that Baba Ladla would stay with them if any
untoward situation come up from the state side. It was because Baba Ladla announced to do the
[above paragraphed] job himself instead of letting his boys take the heat; he was not one to run
or hide.The police registered over 50 murder, attempted murder, extortion and kidnapping cases
against Baba Ladla; on the other side, the then prevailing unrest in Lyari had exposed the
growing differences between PAC Chief Uzair Baloch and Baba Ladla. The relationship was
going rocky day by day.The starting clash between Baba Ladla and the PAC had surfaced soon
after Rehman Dakait was killed in encounter on 9th August 2009. Senior political activists and
the gangsters held long discussions and eventually agreed to make Baba the commander of the
militant wing while Uzair Baloch was made the political face of the Amn Committee, for
communication with the PPP leadership, the local administration and various other communes in
the area. However, the fact was:“Baba approved Uzair’s name as the chief of the PAC but not as



the sardar. Baba has never been fond of popularity or political fame; Baba agreed to this
arrangement on the condition that his ‘matters’ and his men will not be bothered.”Baba Ladla
always overshadowed Uzair Baloch in his meetings and, sometimes, he misbehaved with him,
warning Uzair to keep his bloody politics away from his affairs. Baba always restricted himself to
his own business; his business included drug deals, gambling and kidnappings. He always
exhibited his anger forcefully on Uzair and Zafar Baloch whenever his men were detained or
killed by the law-enforcement agencies.There were several issues that caused major differences
between Uzair Baloch and Baba, such as the killings of Baba’s men and clashes with the
Kutchhis; sometimes these differences were seen at their peak when the clashes with the
Kutchhis erupted in ending June 2013.Before the killings of Baba’s two closed aides — Alok
Gawadri and Zubair Wehshi — Baba was never in favour of clashes with the Kutchhi Rabita
Committee [KRC] but the truth was:“It was Gawadri’s killing that compelled Baba to reconsider
his inclination towards the KRC. Gawadri was killed on 12th December 2011 and Wehshi on
13th February 2012.Baba always wanted peaceful ties with the KRC as he knew that Kutchhis
lived in areas he dominates but after these two killings Baba was pushed to start fighting the
KRC.”The grave differences between Uzair and Baba began over the issue of Uzair’s escape
from Lyari. Baba asked rather had advised Uzair not to leave his men as the entire
neighbourhood considered him to be the Sardar [leader] but Uzair left without taking Baba into
confidence.The bomb blast outside a football stadium in Lyari on 8th August 2013 also
worsened the already strained relationship between Baba and Uzair. The local leaders
held:“Baba Ladla was the original target of that blast, not MPA Javed Nagori; it was the first time
the two had reached the point where they wanted to kill each other. It was unfortunate for Uzair
Baloch that his ‘rival’ [Baba Ladla] survived.”On 29th October 2013; a three-day battle in Lyari
between the groups of Bada Ladla and Uzair Baloch exposed the weaknesses of the former,
especially after he conceded to a ceasefire which came as a surprise for many; after his own
men turned on him, he believed that he was no longer in a position to continue the fight.Baba
also suffered setbacks when a large number of his operational commanders were killed. Uzair
Baloch in comparison did not lose as many men. Some of Baba’s commanders even joined his
rival’s group, which came as a shock for him.Four commanders – Moosa Baloch, Yousuf Gojji,
Mairaj Baloch and Younus Baloch – of Baba’s group were killed, either during the gang war or in
encounters with law enforcers. Many others, including Ustad Taju, Mullah Nisar, Umer Kutchhi,
Wasiullah Lakho, Shafi Pathan and Ismail Lashari, chose to leave Baba and joined Uzair’s
gang.When internal cracks between the PAC started to appear, these men played a neutral role
as they were against the internal gang war. But one by one, they saw Baba weak thus joined
Uzair Baloch. Baba, however, continued fighting with only few of his remaining commanders,
including Sikander Sikku.Baba’s brother Zahid Ladla, Karachi City Alliance’s chief Shahid
Rehman and his brother Shakeel Commando were among some of the gangster’s most trusted
men but could not help him fight. Zahid Ladla was wounded few months ago, he was unable to
participate [in the gang war] and help his brother. Shakeel Commando was injured during the



internal gang war while Rehman was considered a politician and had no skills in fighting.Law
enforcers also believed that their actions along with the internal gang war have weakened the
gangsters, especially Baba. Lyari DSP Shakeel Ahmed told the media:“We did not face
resistance from Baba’s side. Over the last few days, we faced massive resistance from Faisal
Pathan of Uzair’s group.Baba didn’t even attend the jirga for the ceasefire as he believed that he
could be killed on the way or while it was taking place. During this temporary ceasefire, Ladla
has once again started reorganising his group to make sure it is strong again.”On 12th March
2014; the JhatPat Market of Lyari became a battleground as the two groups – Baba Ladla and
Uzair Baloch gangs – attacked each other with hand grenades, rockets and guns – leaving 12
women and four children dead while dozens of others suffered injuries.The two gangs started
with exchanging gunfire, later they fired RPGs and lobbed hand grenades at each other. There
were 15 schoolchildren among the injured. The violence had erupted after one of the gangs had
kidnapped a member of the other gang the night before. The firing began around 4:00 am while
major blasts were heard at noon.Major Sibtain Rizvi, a spokesman for Rangers told that two
gangsters had been killed and one had been arrested; three rangers and two police were
wounded. Back in Lyari, Uzair Baloch’s former home turf – spread over Rexer Lane, Singo Lane,
Bizenjo Chowk, Chakiwara and Shah Baig Lane – was under the control of the Rangers since
mid 2013.The impact of the Rangers’ presence was noticeable.Moreover; eight gangsters were
killed in three joint operations conducted by the police and Rangers in the Rangiwara area of
Lyari. All gangsters were belonged the Baba Ladla and Uzair Baloch gangs.• For about a year,
Baba Ladla remained lost due to Rangers’ intensive operation in Lyari and around.In mid 2014,
the Interpol had issued red warrants for Ladla along with Uzair Baloch – the chief of Ladla’s rival
Lyari gang-war group. The warrants stated Ladla’s date of birth as 10th October 1974 with no
mentions about his profession. He had fled to UAE and then to Iran following the launch of a
major crackdown against criminals and terrorists in Lyari neighbourhood.Baba Ladla was made
known to be killed with his two Iranian friends when the Iranian border guards tried to stop them
and fired at them after they refused to surrender, leaving all the three dead – but the news was
denied by the people of Lyari – especially at Saifi Lane, where a six-month-long gun battle had
then ended after a ceasefire between the warring gangs. One respectable held that “…most
people will be relieved if the news of his death is correct.”The reason everybody thought one of
the three men was Baba was because he was residing in Gwadar 15 days earlier. Most gang
lords of Lyari were on the run considering the gang rivalry in the area as well as the ongoing
operation led by the Rangers. Shopkeepers and traders used to pay extortion to a number of
splinter groups got recorded that:“Since most of these gang lords are not in town, any goon and
small time criminal may seek extortion. Extortion amount, which was to be given to two people
earlier, is now distributed among six groups.Also, it was easier to speak to an elder or head of a
gang and ask for some relief, or consideration. But now even that is out of the question as these
‘new gangsters’ are not controlled by anyone.In such a situation, the ongoing Rangers’ operation
is the only saving grace for us. Because of it, such groups are also in hiding.”It was clear in May



2013’s general elections that the PPP had no choice but to tag along with these gangs they had
created and patronised. But over Baba Ladla’s death, there was no reaction in any part of Lyari.
The local police Chief held that the law and order situation had improved in Lyari because rival
gangs were no more there to resume their activities after 107 gangsters had been killed in
‘encounters’ over the first six months of Rangers’ operation.The official record shows that in
June 2014, 64 people were killed by gangsters but in the same month of year 2015 only five
people lost their lives. The City SSP claimed that incidents of firing and even the throwing hand-
grenades had ended.On 6th August 2015; all media channels made it breaking news that Lyari’s
gang leader, Noor Muhammad alias Baba Ladla, had been killed in Balochistan; however, the
independent sources had not confirmed the story.Next day, on 7th August 2015; referring to a
video of the bullet riddled corpse of Baba Ladla, The Express Tribune repeated its story of 13th
May 2014 quoting reliable sources from across the border that Baba Ladla was intercepted and
killed by the Iranian security forces. He had fled to Iranian province of Sistan when Sindh
Rangers launched its operation in Karachi.Iranian forces had spotted the presence of Ladla at a
house near the Konarak Coastal Township and raided it. The desperado tried to flee towards the
Pakistani borders where the Iranian border guards intercepted him.In an ensuing exchange of
fire, Baba Ladla was killed and his body was taken to a local hospital where the Iranian security
officials prepared a video for record purposes.The government had fixed head money of Rs:2.5
million for Baba Ladla.Most Pakistani TV channels and media outlets had reported Baba Ladla’s
killing along with two of his Iranian friends near Pak-Iran border area of Jeevani in May 2014 but
the news were not believed. Perhaps because the security officials in Quetta had not received
any official information from Iranian authorities confirming Baba’s death.Referring to the daily
‘Pakistan Today’ dated 21st December 2015:“Lyari’s gangster Baba Ladla’s younger brother
Zakir Ladla informed the authorities that he tried regrouping the gang after Baba Ladla and
Zahid Ladla left Lyari but the gang activities had been disrupted after crackdown by the police
and Rangers.”Zakir Ladla also confirmed that several suspects of the gang war were in hiding in
Balochistan, Punjab and Interior Sindh; also that his brother Zahid Ladla had fled the country out
of the fear of the targeted operation.On 2nd February 2017; the Pakistani electronic and print
media released another breaking news that during another LEA’s joint operation in Lyari, Baba
Ladla has [actually] been killed along with his two unknown companions.This time the ISPR also
confirmed Baba Ladla’s death saying that the news of his death in May 2014 & August 2015
were fed, triggered and managed by Baba Ladla himself while remaining away from the public
scene since then.UZAIR BALOCH ON THE RUN:On 30th January 2016; Sindh Rangers
formally announced the arrest of Uzair Baloch and produced him in Anti-Terrorism Court [ATC] to
get 90-day physical remand. It was claimed that Baloch was arrested from a locality on outskirts
of Karachi while entering the city. The force also released his four photographs in which he was
seen being handcuffed by Rangers soldiers in balaclava and then seated in a vehicle with
them.The court was told that Uzair Baloch was blamed for over 275 murders including
policemen. The suspect was also blamed for running a network involved in criminal activities



including killings, extortion, kidnapping for ransom and drugs business.Meanwhile his eldest
daughter, 14-years old, Yursala claimed that:“My father was arrested by the law enforcement
agencies on 27th December 2014. He [Uzair Baloch] was taken away by the officials of Interpol
thirteen months ago when we were sitting in the lounge of Dubai airport.”However, Yusala further
clarified answering a media question that he [Uzair Baloch] was presumably in the custody of
law enforcement agencies since December 2014. Dubai authorities had initially told her that
Uzair Baloch would remain in their custody for a while. She also shared a picture of Uzair Blaoch
with media which showed him at a location of Dubai, saying that it was taken in December
2014.Meanwhile she also expressed her happiness towards his father’s production in the court,
adding that “now we at least know that he is alive.”Producing Uzair Baloch in the ATC was a
move aimed at putting pressure on the belea-guered PPP in an ongoing tussle with the
establishment over Rangers special powers since the first week of December 2015.After an
initial knee-jerk reaction by several PPP leaders, Sindh CM Qaim Ali Shah told the Sukkur media
that the Rangers Chief had taken him into confidence before the arrest of Uzair Baloch and that
he [the CM] was not against powers of the paramilitary force. He was per-haps indicating that
Rangers’ power issue rested with ‘the boss’ – Mr Zardari.While the high-profile arrest caused
quite a stir in the national political scene because of Uzair’s previous association with the PPP,
the official version of the actual events remained shrouded in mystery.The electronic media time
and again reported that a key intelligence agency held a trump card against PPP in the form of
Uzair Baloch. And the initial reaction from PPP leaders showed a sign of panic. Senior Sindh
Minister Nisar Khuhro told reporters in Karachi that:“…..the arrest [of Uzair] was not fresh news.
He was already in their custody. They should be asked where he was and from where he was
arrested. There is nothing new in his arrest.”However, in what appeared to be a damage-control
attempt, Sindh CM Qaim Ali Shah told reporters in Sukkur that:“…..the DG Rangers had
informed him before the arrest was made. I never said that he [Uzair Baloch] was not associated
with the PPP, but the fact is he disassociated himself from the party and the party also
disassociated itself from him over his crimi-nal activities.It would not be fair to target the PPP for
his criminal activities. We believe that he is a criminal and should be investigated.We are not
against the powers of Rangers and none of their powers were clipped.”Daily ‘Dawn’ dated 31st
January 2016 is referred.In reaction to Uzair Baloch’s arrest, disgruntled PPP leader Dr Mirza
said:“I still recognise him [Uzair] as my younger brother. I am glad he’s alive and his ar-rest has
finally been declared. His arrest would pave the way for bringing back those looters who have
fled the country.I appreciate ….. for doing a wonderful job in the national interest of the
country.”The 60-day period regarding the special policing powers of the Sindh Rangers was due
to expire on 5th February and the paramilitary force needed an extension to continue its opera-
tions in Karachi.On 1st February 2016; the news channel ‘SAMAA’ sent breaking news on air
that ‘Uzair Baloch would stand trial in a military court.”Uzair Baloch was then facing over 50
cases on different counts in local courts which would be referred to a military court once a Joint
Investigation Team [JIT] completed its task of interrogating the suspect. Out of 55 cases 42 were



pending in Anti Terrorism Court Karachi while he was wanted in 13 more cases in session
courts. He was also declared a proclaimed offender before he fled the country to Oman.On 2nd
February 2016; Nabeel Gabol, while talking to the media, disclosed the details regarding the
murders which Uzair Baloch did for the PPP. Sharjeel Memon said that the leaders of the PPP
were denying any connection with the Uzair Baloch but they all used him. Nabeel Gabol urged
the PPP Sindh to stand by Uzair Baloch being the provincial government in power
because:‘….there is likelihood that he would be killed in the way while going to attend the court.
He knows how many murders Sharjeel Memon had managed through Uzair.’Nabeel Gabol said
that once he accompanied Uzair Baloch to Dr Zulfiqar Mirza, the then Home Minister Sindh, for
surrender but Dr Mirza refused to arrest him, gave him free hand and said: ‘Uzair is my brother,
let him do whatever he likes.’ Why Dr Mirza didn’t go to Uzair’s family to stand by them in that
hour of need.Gabol also told that Uzair Baloch had already got his statement recorded before
the JIT. He had divulged that he [Uzair Baloch] used to receive direct orders from Bilawal House;
and that he used to send Rs:100 million every month to Zardari House.PPP’s Senator Saeed
Ghani told that once he had also joined dinner with Uzair Baloch; Faryal Gohar used to visit her
and so many other PPP leaders, too. Some political parties had extended Uzair invitation to join
them with surety of winning ticket in next elections.Referring to the ‘GEO News TV’ dated 27th
April 2016; Sindh Rangers handed over Lyari’s Uzair Baloch to the police at the end of 90-day
physical remand in the paramilitary’s custody; police presented him in the Sindh High
Court.Uzair Baloch confessed to 197 murders in the Joint Interrogation Report compiled by
Rangers; 65 cases were registered in different police stations of the city including the killing of
12 traders at the Shershah scrap market – he had ordered the collective murder of Haji Aslam
and his five sons.Uzair confessed to have ordered the kidnapping of rival gangster Arshad
Pappu and three of his accomplices and then carrying out their gruesome murder. He claimed to
have used two of his own cars and a police van owned by the Kalri Police Station for the
murder.In other alarming confessions, Uzair Baloch said he had appointed Saeed Jan Baloch as
Chairman Fisherman Cooperative Society – Saeed used to pay him Rs:10 million every month,
he admitted. The former Lyari Town Administrator Mohammad Raees used to give Uzair Baloch
20pc money in every deal he cracked.Baloch confessed to transferring huge amounts of cash to
foreign countries.Referring to ‘Defence pk’ dated 29th April 2016; Uzair Baloch also divulged
that he had been working for the intelligence of neighbouring country Iran that utilized him to
bring about deterioration in Balochistan. Uzair had travelled to Dubai with Iranian passport,
adding, “PPP leadership contacted me while I was in Dubai.”Revealing about his capture in
Dubai, Uzair Baloch said:“Iran struggled a lot to take his custody after Dubai police arrested him.
The Iranian intelligence had asked him to provide location and building plans of Pak-Army’s
COD and Corp HQ Karachi – which he arranged for them. [Most probably to forward them to
Indian Intelligence / RAW]”Making outrageous revelations about the liaisons with separatists of
Balochistan, Uzair said he offered refuge to the separatist leaders in Lyari; Dr Allah Nazar Baloch
was also kept in Lyari for some days. “Five Baloch chieftains of Balochistan helped out about



weapons and hiding,” Uzair added.Detailing the PPP connection, Uzair told that the PPP
leadership leveraged him to assassinate Bilal Sheikh and Khalid Shehanshah – the two key
witnesses in Benazir Bhutto’s assassination case. JIT report contained with reference to Uzair’s
admission that:“Khalid knew that he would be murdered. Accordingly, he ceased leaving Bilawal
House. But, he was coaxed into going out when my gang killed him.”It was the PPP that had
arranged for Rehman Dakait’s homecoming from Iran and handed him over to police, Uzair
Baloch asserted before the investigators, according to the report.According to Baloch, the SHOs
and SSPs were posted in Lyari at his behest. He also informed the interrogators that: “Arshad
Pappu was given to me by police officers.”Scenario 151KILLING SPREE ENTERS 2014 ….TTP
EXPANDED TERROR ATTACKS:See the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan [HRCP]’s
report as ap-peared in the ‘Express Tribune’ of 18th January 2014:“The year 2013 was the
deadliest one for Karachi so far. As many as 3,251 people were killed or they died from the
several inci-dents of violence in the city. The city has seen a sharp increase in killings in the past
few years with 1,981 people killed in 2010, 2,382 killed in 2011 and 3,105 killed in 2012.”Of the
killings and deaths in 2013, nearly 1,000 people who had no af-filiation with any political party
also lost their lives in targeted attacks. The number of political workers targeted and killed was
268, and 108 people were killed due to their sectarian beliefs.189 people in Karachi were killed
either during police encounters or due to torture during police custody. The police force did,
however, lost 169 personnel, apart from 22 Rangers men and other law enforcers. They also
managed to gun down 28 members of banned outfits.Lyari gang war claimed the high share; of
the entire year, August was the bloodiest month with 334 killings or deaths. HRCP Chairperson
Zohra Yu-suf told while referring to the targeted operation that started in Septem-ber [2013], the
operation showed some improvements.Karachi was then facing the biggest challenge of its era –
terrorist groups like Tehreek e Taliban Pakistan [TTP], were becoming stronger and mak-ing their
presence felt in Karachi. The incident of men slaughtered at a shrine was alarming; the Rangers
were doing enough – but the Taliban killed whoever they wanted to.Out of collective fear,
children stopped going to school; they even shud-dered when going to the bathroom alone.
They could recall the events of showering bullets and blood splashes of their dearest ones
happened be-fore their tiny eyes. The whole families were often left torn apart by such incidents;
under the genuine impression that they were being targeted due to their sectarian beliefs or
political affiliations.In reality, however, none of Karachi’s major political and religious parties,
save for Imran Khan’s PTI, were keen on fully cleansing the city of its mili-tant outfits. Their initial
support of Karachi’s top political parties for the op-eration was mainly out of a desire to curry
favour with the army, hoping that the military would target their party’s enemies and let their
militants go Scot free.The net effect: Wealthy Karachiites fled to Dubai, Islamabad, or the west.
The cost of business in a port city with more than 6,000 factories closed due to continuing
extortion. The common man lived in a state of fear, afraid of being shot by robbers for a mere cell
phone. Gains from limited operations against militants in the city were fleeting. And the city’s
major parties were unwilling to make sacrifices to reduce the city’s violence.Referring to the



‘Express News’ dated 8th February 2014;“During the last 5-months of the Karachi targeted
operation, 79 police officers have been killed so far since the start of the opera-tion; a report was
presented to the IG of Sindh Police. The tar-geted operation was ordered by the prime minister
in Kara-chi….on 7th September 2013.”In September 2013; 15 police officers were killed during
the operation, 12 in October, 11 in November and 11 in December; while in January 2014, 25
police officers lost their lives and five in February till the date of above news.Also, 15671
suspects were arrested while a total of 804 encounters and 10254 raids launched; also
recovered 282 kgs explosives, 167 hand gre-nades and explosive devices, and seven rocket
and rocket launchers. 3430 pistols, 84 Kalashnikovs, three light machine guns and four suicide
jackets were also seized during the operation up till now.The diverse and densely populated
mega-city had not seen peace for years. It has been the home to mafias, terrorists, target killers
and criminals affili-ated with political parties and other groups aggressively pursuing vested
interests. Karachi’s problems had taken years to accumulate owing to neg-ligence and
complicity.Since the targeted operation in Karachi started, MQM has been complaining about
the abduction and extrajudicial killing of its members at the hands of Law Enforcement Agencies
[LEAs]. However, the presence of criminal ele-ments within the MQM remained a fact; especially
since a JIT report sub-mitted in the Supreme Court [SC] in 2011 had pointed out. Action was re-
quired against all such individuals, regardless of their associations.TALIBAN HIT POLICE
COLLEGE:On 13th February 2014; an explosion occurred targeting a police bus near
Razzaqabad police training college in Karachi’s Shah Latif Town in which 13 policemen were
killed and 47 others, including civilians, were wounded. The attack came early in the morning. At
the face of it, an explo-sive-laden car hit the police bus transporting officials for security duty.The
Pakistani Taliban claimed the responsibility of that explosion; TTP’s spokesman Shahidullah
Shahid told the media that it was a revenge attack for killing militants. ‘The TTP workers were
victims to targeted killings in Mardan, Swabi and Peshawar’; the spokesman explained.SSP
Farooq Awan, head of a special investigative unit, said the bus was making a U-turn after leaving
a training centre when a small van struck it. However, the CID Unit refuted the claim because no
body-parts of suicide bomber were found from the crime spot to support the notion. Most proba-
bly, the blast appeared to have been carried out using a remote – controlled detonator; 25 to 30
kg of explosives were used in the attack.About 50–55 policemen were boarding the bus; going to
various points for duty from their training centre. The rear portion of the targeted bus was
completely destroyed in the explosion. The intensive blast was heard in a radius of two
kilometres.During that year’s Taliban rule over Karachi, see a script from ‘Washing-ton Post’
dated 14th February 2014;“…..Armoured car sales have soared; and some new luxury apart-
ments feature bullet proof glass. Local police officers, slain this year at an average rate of one
per day, are demoralized. And now even the journalists are trying to arm themselves.Pakistan’s
biggest city has been plagued by crime and political vio-lence for decades, with Urdu and
Pashto – speaking groups battling for influence. But the bloodshed is worsening as the domestic
Tali-ban insurgency expands.”During those months, TTP militant group was largely responsible



for 90pc prickles in terrorist attacks in Karachi. The bloodshed in this city reflected the Pakistani
Taliban’s growing national offensive against the government and religious minorities. But the
insurgents are also using violence to take control of some city neighbourhoods, where ordinary
residents are forced to contribute to their cause. The mayhem was raising concerns that one of
the world’s most populous cities was teetering on the brink of lawlessness.Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif was depending much on peace talks launched in January that year with the Pakistani
Taliban but the city’s residents were deeply worried as if the people were just waiting their turn to
be killed. A couple hundred thousand Taliban sympathizers were live in the city of 20 million
population but the number of active militants was far less — 10,000 to 15,000, including those
aligned with groups such as Lashkar-e-Taiba [LeT] and Lashkar-e-Jhangvi [LeJ].Zia Ur Rehman,
author of the book ‘Karachi in Turmoil’ told the ‘Wash-ington Post’ [paper dated 14th February
2014 is referred] ‘….at least 10 percent of the city’s residents live in neighbourhoods effectively
con-trolled by the Pakistani Taliban’. Till then 17 ANP party officials were killed in his central
Karachi district alone by Taliban insurgents seeking to control Pashtun neighbourhoods.The fact
remained that the rise of Taliban influence was making the city more ungovernable. During prior
conflicts between politically and ethnically based groups, there was usually someone who could
step in to ease ten-sions because the various actors had financial and cultural stakes in the city
– but the Taliban were not answerable to anyone.In one killing that shocked Karachi city; head of
the CID Police SSP Chaudhry Aslam was assassinated on 9th January 2014; the full details of
that event are given on separate pages of this volume. Police could do nothing. Karachi’s police
force was then roughly the size of New York City’s — even though its population was three times
as big — but poor Karachi police always felt besieged and plagued.
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